
FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING
PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM
Visit to Purdue University: September 10th, 2024

Mr. Erik Bishop, P.E., S.E. associate principal at Reid Middleton visited Purdue University on
September 10th, 2024. A summary report of his visit is presented below.

Agenda

Time Event Location Escort/Notes

10:00 - 10:30 am Meeting with Professor
Akanshu Sharma HAMP 4113 Lissette will meet at

the entrance

11:00 - 11:45 am Bowen Lab + IISL tour Bowen Lab Tour with Luis

12:00 - 2:00 pm Lunch HAMP 4113 Lunch with students

2:00 - 3:00 pm Presentations HAMP 4113 Oscar and Lissette
presenting

3:00 - 3:45 pm Free time HAMP 4113

3:45 - 4:15 pm Meeting with Professor
Ayhan Irfanoglu HAMP 4113

4:15 - 4:30 pm Free time HAMP 4113

4:30 - 5:20 pm Seminar HAMP 1144 Lissette to introduce

6:30 pm Dinner with students and
faculty

Thai Essence,
West Lafayette

Meeting at the
restaurant

Bowen Lab + IISL Tour

Professor Akanshu Sharma from the Structures Department provided a tour across Bowen
Lab and IISL lab facilities explaining different ongoing research projects in composite
materials, anchorages in concrete, and hybrid simulations. The tour was joined by EERI
student members Chandan Kanakamedala and Luis Fernandez.
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Pictures

Figures 1-2. Bowen Lab tour with Professor Akanshu Sharma and EERI chapter members.

Figure 3-4. Structural Engineering seminar by Mr. Erik Bishop at the Hampton Hall of Civil Engineering.

2



FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING
PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM
Visit to Purdue University: September 10th, 2024

Figure 5-6. Structural Engineering seminar by Mr. Erik Bishop at the Hampton Hall of Civil Engineering.

Figure 7. Dinner with Mr. Erik Bishop, Professor Ayhan Irfanoglu, and the EERI chapter committee.

Structural Engineering Seminar

Mr. Bishop gave his lecture as part of the structural engineering seminar program which
meets weekly with graduate students to discuss novel topics in academia and successful
case studies in the industry. Mr. Bishop presented the seismic retrofitting of a hospital facility
using fluid viscous dampers, a topic that gathered +60 students in the room. Professor Ayhan
Irfanoglu led the lecture and subsequent panel of questions.
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EERI Chapter Student Presentations

PhD students Lissette Iturbure and Oscar Forero introduced Mr. Bishop to different research
projects related to structural engineering which aim to explore extraterrestrial habitats and the
incorporation of artificial intelligence in structural damage detection and classification.

Impact of the Friedman Family Visiting Professional Program

The visit of Mr. Erik Bishop raised significant interest among students to join EERI resulting in
5 new additional undergraduate memberships, doubling the size of the student chapter.
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Structural Engineering Seminar Flyer
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