
 

 

 

FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING 
PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM 
Visit to North Carolina State University: March 25, 2025 

This report summarizes the visit of Chiara McKenney from Estructure that took place at North Carolina State 
University on March 25, 2025, 

ITINERARY 

Monday, March 24 
TIME: ACTIVITY: 
5:30 PM Flight lands at RDU Airport, picked up by NCSU EERI President & Vice President 
6:00 PM Check in at Aloft Hotel 
7:00 PM Dinner with EERI Officers 

Tuesday, March 25 
TIME: ACTIVITY: 
9:30 AM Breakfast with NCSU EERI Faculty Advisor 
10:15 AM Tour the Constructed Facilities Lab 
11:00 AM Graduate students give presentations on their research 
12:30 PM Lunch with department faculty 
2:00 PM Tours of Hunt Library and Fitts-Woolard Hall 
3:00 PM Visit 321 Coffee on Centennial Campus & prep time 
4:00 PM Attend the Seismic Design Competition practice presentation 
5:00 PM Prep time 
6:00 PM Tectonic Tuesday Presentation 
8:00 PM Dinner with faculty 

Wednesday, March 26 
TIME: ACTIVITY: 
9:30 AM Breakfast at the North Carolina Farmer’s Market 
11:00 AM Drive to RDU Airport 
1:00 PM Flight departure time 

 

STUDENT CHAPTER VISIT PLANNING COMMITTEE 

LEAD ORGANIZER(S): {enter name of student members who lead the visit, chapter role, email} 

● Emily (Emi) Boldor, President, ecboldor@ncsu.edu 
● Luis Medina Martinez, Vice President, lfmedina@ncsu.edu 
● Keelyenne Tobin, Secretary, kstobin@ncsu.edu 
● Marissa Osansky, Treasurer, mcosansk@ncsu.edu 
● Anusha Dasayanaka, SDC Team Captain, amdasana@ncsu.edu 
● Lina Espinosa, Outreach Chair, lmespino@ncsu.edu 
● Eugenia (Lu) Campos, SDC Graduate Advisor, egcampos@ncsu.edu 
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● Dr. Ashly Cabas, EERI Advisor, amcabasm@ncsu.edu  
 

VISITING PROFESSIONAL LECTURE OVERVIEW 

Chiara McKenny spoke on how she came into the earthquake engineering field, starting from her architecture 
degree, to volunteering with several organizations and other factors that shaped her career. She explained her 
role in her company Estructure along with her daily tasks and responsibilities within her job. Chiara showed 
examples of her work, answered questions from attendees, and introduced the club to a new career many of 
the students were unfamiliar with.  

Item 1                                                                                              Item 2 

Lecture Abstract 

Day in the life of an earthquake engineer.  

Professional Bio 
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Chiara Mckenny is an earthquake engineer working for Estructure in Berkeley, California! Her role is to ensure 
that equipment, mechanical pipings, and other technologies required in hospitals are installed to survive an 
earthquake with no damage to the structure or use of equipment.  

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

Dinner with EERI Officers  

This dinner was conducted so the officers of the NCSU student chapter could get to know Chiara in a small 
group setting before the following day's activities Additionally, this provided Chiara an opportunity to explore 
the lively Hillsborough Street and get to know the officers leading the upcoming events. The officers discussed 
their roles in the club, their future ambitions, life in NC where earthquake engineering isn’t frequently taught, 
and simply got to know each other during the course of the meal.  

 

Item 3 

 

Graduate Students Present Their Research 

The research conducted at the Constructed Facilities Laboratory spans a wide range, from student-led projects 
to collaborations with private companies. A group of graduate students, both master’s and Ph.D., from the 
research groups of Drs. Kowalsky, Seracino, and Lucier presented their work in a poster symposium format to 
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Chiara at the Constructed Facilities Laboratory. The research topics included the impact of GFRP reinforcement 
bars on reinforced concrete deep beams, the use of GFRP reinforcement for temporary bridge repair, and the 
behavior of columns under extreme cold conditions. 

 

Tours of Hunt Library and Fitts-Woolard Hall  

Two officers, Keelyenne and Marissa, lead the tours with Chaira. Fitts-Woolard is the building that houses NCSU’s 
Civil Department. The building was constructed in 2020 with the intention of showing how the structure and 
piping was run. Chiara was especially interested in the color-coordinated mechanical piping in the basement 
and the open ceilings to see the structural beams. Hunt Library is located next to Fitts-Woolard and houses the 
school ‘Book Bot,’ a robot used to aid in storing and retrieving over 2 million books. The officers walked Chiara 
through all the floors, highlighting the Book Bot, gaming room, equipment rentals, music studios, and their 
favorite study spots in the library.  

RESULTS, FEEDBACK AND LESSONS LEARNED 

Brief description of challenges during the process, general reception of the program and Visiting Professional. 
Also, a description of other topics or disciplines the Student Chapter would like to cover in future visits, and 
related goals. 

● One challenge was working around the officers class schedules. Many officers have classes and other 
scheduled events together, as a small club finding a leader of each activity was difficult but we made it 
work.  

● Chiara’s visit was well received and attended by faculty. The faculty lunch was popular and an informal 
way for Chiara to meet many individuals from the Civil Engineering department. The officers will do this 
again in the future.  

● A goal determined by the team for the next professional visitor, was to increase the number of 
attendees to the lecture by advertising school wide.  
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

Included at the end of this report are various attachments to supplement the information included above.  A 
list of the attachments is included below: 

● Item 1: Flyer for Chiara’s Lecture 
● Item 2: Photo from Chiara’s Lecture 
● Item 3: The EERI Officers meeting Chiara for dinner 


