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FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING 

PROFESIONALS PROGRAM 

Visit to University of Connecticut: April 15, 2025 

This report summarizes the visit of Erik Bishop from Reid Middleton, Inc. that took place at the University of 

Connecticut on April 15, 2025. 

ITINERARY OR AGENDA 

TIME: ACTIVITY: 

12:00 PM – 1:45 PM Lunch and networking with Graduate Students 

2:00 PM – 3:15 PM Lessons Learned from Earthquake Reconnaissance Seminar  

 

STUDENT CHAPTER VISIT PLANNING COMMITTEE 

LEAD ORGANIZER(S):  

• Jacqueline Torlai, Chapter President, jacqueline.a.torlai@gmail.com 

• Rocco Veneruso, Chapter Vice President, rocco.veneruso@uconn.edu 

• Dr. Sarira Motaref, Chapter Advisor, sarira.motaref@uconn.edu 

• Dr. Richard Christenson, Chapter Advisor, richard.christenson@uconn.edu 

• Dr. Alexandra Hain, Chapter Advisor, alexandra.hain@uconn.edu 

VISITING PROFESSIONAL LECTURE OVERVIEW 

Mr. Bishop gave his lecture to undergraduate and graduate students, as well as faculty in the School of Civil 

and Environmental Engineering. Mr. Bishop presented his work and experience in earthquake reconnaissance 

in multiple locations after various seismic events to approximately 30 attendees.    

Lecture Abstract 

Mr. Bishops seminar covered the lessons learned from earthquake reconnaissance following earthquakes in 

California (2019), Mexico City (2017), Japan (2011), Chile (2010), and China (2008). His lecture covered the 

variables in building practices, location, and emergency responses that were observed during his 

reconnaissance. 

Professional Bio 

Erik Bishop is an Associate Principal at Reid Middleton, Inc., with extensive experience working on seismic 

evaluation, rehabilitation design, and earthquake response technologies. He has participated in post-

earthquake reconnaissance efforts following major earthquakes in China, Chile, Mexico, and California. His 

work includes seismic resiliency studies, safety evaluation training, and the development of innovative 

earthquake response tools for emergency managers. 

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITES 
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Networking Lunch with Graduate Students 

Mr. Bishop attended a lunch with graduate students from the Structural Engineering and Applied Mechanics 

(STAM) group. Students were able to gain information on a professional career in earthquake engineering. 

RESULTS, FEEDBACK AND LESSONS LEARNED 

Challenges during the process of hosting the event included scheduling seminars and planned events around 

other activities planned for students and staff at the school. Due to an unavoidable issue, Mr. Bishop was only 

able to attend the later half of the planned itinerary which included a tour of the campus and structures lab, as 

well as a meeting with the chapters SDC team. However, Mr. Bishop was able to provide a great lecture for our 

members and all attendees. 

Erik’s visit was well received by faculty and students alike, and we were grateful for the engaging lecture and 

interest in our chapter. 

• A goal of our chapter is to increase membership and collaboration with other on-campus organizations 

• A lesson learned from the experience is to schedule the visit earlier in the year to be able to capitalize 

on interested students to provide time for building and attendance of the SDC competition. 

• Other topics of interest to the student chapter include geological topics related to the field, as well as 

seismic retrofitting. 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

Included at the end of this report are various attachments to supplement the information included above.  A 

list of the attachments is included below: 

• Item 1, flier for event 

• Item 2, group picture after lecture 

 

 






