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2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT 
UC Los Angeles Student Chapter  
of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
Report Date: May 1, 2015 

This report summarizes the membership and activities conducted by the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) Student Chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute during the 2014-20 academic year. 

MISSION & GOALS 

UCLA EERI is the student chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, a professional organization 
dedicated to the advancement of earthquake engineering education and research for the purpose of 
reducing seismic hazard worldwide (https://www.eeri.org/). UCLA EERI is open to all students in the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Department as well as related fields (architecture, urban planning, etc.) The primary 
goals of the student chapter are to: 

 Enrich the educational experience for students interested in earthquake engineering by hosting guest 
seminars by academics and practitioners, field trips, and social activities, and  

 To connect students to professional members of EERI in order to facilitate career development. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The UCLA Student Chapter had a total of 37 officially-registered members in 2014-2015. Unofficially, over 130 
undergraduate and graduate students were signed up for our email listserv and expressed interest in our 
events.   

OFFICERS 

The Board consisted of the following members: 

Role Name EERI Member 
Number Email Student 

Status 
President and SLC 

Representative 
Benjamin 

Turner 16728 bjturner@ucla.edu Graduate 
student 

Vice President Yazhou Xie  xieyazhou@ucla.edu Graduate 
student 

Treasurer Matt Stewart 16944 mattstewart@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Secretary Paul Lee  paulmoelee@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Webmaster Soheil Kashani 16910 soheilka@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Undergrad Student 
Liason 

Michael 
Daciolas-
Semon 

16789 michaeldaciolas@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Board meetings were held around the events discussed below. 
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FACULTY & INDUSTRYADVISORS 

Our faculty advisor is Professor Jian Zhang of the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department at UCLA: 
zhangj@ucla.edu.  

MEMBERS 

A complete list of members is shown below. 

Name Email Student Status 

Grace Parker graceaparker@gmail.com graduate 

Bahareh Heidarzadeh bheidarzadeh@ucla.edu graduate 

Victoria Lam victorialam1129@gmail.com undergraduate 

Norman Chak nchak11@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Maxwell Armenta max.are.menta@gmail.com undergraduate 

Sunai Kim sunaikim@gmail.com graduate 

Benjamin Turner bjturner@ucla.edu graduate 

Abigail Chung achung14@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Sam Zabb-Parmley samjzp@yahoo.com undergraduate 

Ryan Worley rcworley1111@yahoo.com undergraduate 

Michael Daciolas-Semon michaeldaciolas@g.ucla.edu undergraduate 

Suraj Patel suraj.patel@yahoo.com undergraduate 

Sean Ahdi seanahdi@gmail.com graduate 

Yi Tyan Tsai tsaiyityan@gmail.com graduate 

Paul Lee paulmoelee@g.ucla.edu undergraduate 

Dorian Krausz doriankrausz92@yahoo.com undergraduate 

Rhonda El-Hachache rhondaelhachache@gmail.com undergraduate 

Matthew Stewart mattstewart@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Andrew Yu andrewyu09@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Christopher Segura segurac@ucla.edu graduate 

Sofia Gavridou sgavridou@ucla.edu graduate 

Evangelia (Eva) Agapaki agapakieva@gmail.com graduate 

Theodora Vovou dorinavovou@gmail.com graduate 

Christopher Jansen christopher.jansen@engineering.ucla.edu undergraduate 

Sok Chhay chhay.sokhong@gmail.com undergraduate 

Anna Le anna.n.le@engineering.ucla.edu undergraduate 
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Joy Guey jguey@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Zachary McFann zmcfann@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Justine Gee justinevgee@gmail.com undergraduate 

Ava Alima avaalimo@yahoo.com undergraduate 

Seo Hyeon (Paul) Song s96shps@gmail.com undergraduate 

Xu Qi (Frank) Feng xuqifeng.ucla@gmail.com undergraduate 

Eric Roberts eroberts22@g.ucla.edu undergraduate 

Elnaz Esmaeilzadeh-Seylabi esmaeilzadeh@ucla.edu undergraduate 

Negin Aryaee naryaee@gmail.com graduate 

Samuel Yniesta samuel.yniesta@ucla.edu graduate 

Yazhou Xie xieyazhou@ucla.edu graduate 

BUDGET & FINANCIALS 

The chapter has maintained a budget of less than $1,000 for the past year. The only recurring expense has 
been food for general meetings. Several expenses were incurred when we hosted the Post-Earthquake 
Reconnaissance Workshop in January 2015; EERI reimbursed us for these expenses and provided an additional 
$250 donation which we used to purchase food for our final event of the year, the Seismic Research Showcase 
and officer elections. Our other source of income for the year was the FEMA $10/member donation. According 
to university policy, our account is maintained by the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and 
all transaction are approved by our department administrators and faculty advisor. 

We have no direct financial sponsors from industry other than the Seismic Design Competition team sponsors 
listed below. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

After several years of inactivity, our faculty advisor, Professor Zhang, convened a general meeting in February 
of 2014 to hold officer elections and renew interest in the chapter’s activities. The meeting was well-attended 
by approximately 35 undergraduate and graduate students. As elected president, Benjamin Turner surveyed 
the meeting attendees to gauge interest in various types of events that the chapter could hold throughout the 
year. There was widespread agreement that it was not necessary for the chapter to hold regular (e.g., monthly) 
meetings in light of the fact that several other student chapter clubs within our department already hold 
weekly or bi-weekly meetings (e.g., ASCE, Cal-Geo, Geotechnical Graduate Students Organization, Institute of 
Transportation Engineers, etc.). Rather, it was agreed that the chapter could best serve the members’ interests 
by having the officer board plan events such as field trips and seminars and then announce those events to the 
membership via an email listserv. Several events are highlighted below. 

In addition, the SDC team held regular meetings throughout the year as described in the SDC section below. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 

As described above, the chapter did not hold regular meetings on a recurring (e.g., monthly) schedule. Rather, 
meetings were held in relation to specific events as described in the list below. 
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Date Purpose Attendance 

18 Feb. 2014 2014-2015 officer election; revitalization 35 

5 Nov. 2014 General meeting; volunteer coordination for Post-EQ Recon. Wkshp. 27 

23 April 2015 2015-2016 officer elections; Seismic Research Showcase 23 

 

EERI’s “PBD – Tall Buildings” technical seminar, 7 Nov. 2014 

Several chapter members volunteered to assist in coordination and logistics of the event and were granted 
free admission in exchange for their time. 

Post-Earthquake Reconnaissance Workshop, 24 Jan. 2015 

On behalf of the EERI Learning from Earthquakes committee, Maggie Ortiz requested that the UCLA chapter 
host the first EERI Post-Earthquake Reconnaissance Workshop (PERW) in January of 2015. The purpose of the 
event was to educate the Southern California student and professional-level EERI membership on how to 
effectively perform post-earthquake reconnaissance in a manner most valuable to the earthquake community 
and the public, with particular emphasis on the use of electronic tools for gathering and disseminating 
information. EERI plans to standardize this workshop into a pre-packaged “plug-and-play” type event that 
student or professional chapters around the country can host with minimal logistical planning effort. To that 
end, the January UCLA event served as the “trial run” and was an excellent opportunity for the organizers to 
learn what aspects of the workshop were most effective. 

The UCLA event consisted of presentations by engineers regarding lessons learned from past reconnaissance, 
presentations on effective use of technology and the EERI phone- and web-based tools, and an afternoon field 
exercise. The invited speakers were geotechnical engineering professor Scott Brandenberg of UCLA, structural 
engineer and president of the firm Structural Focus, David Cocke, and Caltrans bridge engineers Gedion 
Werrede and Ching Chao. A flyer advertising the event is included as an attachment to this report. 

The highlight of the workshop was the afternoon field exercise in which participants visited eight sites around 
the UCLA campus to practice documenting simulated earthquake damage. Each of the eight locations 
featured a poster with manipulated photos showing earthquake damage and general information on the 
location, building or subsurface details, etc. A student chapter member was on hand at each site to answer 
questions and facilitate discussion. Images of the posters are included as an attachment to this report. 

Planning for the UCLA workshop was done by the student chapter officer board in coordination with Maggie 
Ortiz and Alexandria Julius of EERI. A similar workshop was hosted by the EERI Student Leadership Committee 
(SLC) at the EERI annual meeting in Boston in early April 2015. Chapter President and SLC Representative 
Benjamin Turner served on the organizing committee and was able to incorporate lessons learned at the UCLA 
workshop into the Boston workshop. Both events were seen as a success and have helped EERI in standardizing 
materials for future PERW. In addition to the education opportunities for workshop attendees, the events have 
also proved to be an excellent networking opportunity between student and professional members. 
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Figure 1: Soheil Kashani explains damage of a reinforced-concrete moment frame during the workshop field exercise. 

 

Figure 2: UCLA EERI student chapter officer board, chapter member volunteers, and EERI staff after the workshop 
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Gerald Desmond Bridge Replacement Project Field Trip, 20 Feb. 2015 

Chapter members participated in a field trip to see construction of the replacement Gerald Desmond Bridge in 
the Port of Long Beach. We viewed construction of the large-diameter drilled shaft foundations, bridge piers, 
and viewed the foundation tip-grouting assemblages. The event also served as a networking opportunity 
between students and our hosts, Shimmick Construction. 

 

Figure 3: Gerald Desmond Bridge drilled shaft foundations undergoing integrity testing. 

 

Figure 4: Column-foundation shear reinforcement for “pinned” connection. 

First Annual Seismic Research Showcase, 23 April 2015 

In combination with 2015-2016 officer elections, our final general meeting of the year also served as our first 
annual “Seismic Research Showcase”. The SRC featured three civil engineering graduate students currently 
conducting seismic research speaking about the “big picture” context of their projects and what it’s like to be 
a graduate student doing earthquake-related research. The speakers were UCLA EERI chapter members Sunai 
Kim and Yazhou Xie (structural) and Samuel Yniesta (geotechnical). Topics discusses included tall building 
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design, performance-based bridge design, and the perilous California Delta levee system. The presentations 
were well-received by the meeting attendees, especially by undergraduate students considering their options 
after graduation. The UCLA chapter will continue to host this even each year and plans to grow it to include 
more speakers and attendees. 

 

Figure 5: Sunai Kim discusses her research on design of shear walls for tall buildings. 

SEISMIC DESIGN COMPETITION TEAM 

The SDC team at UCLA is very active, holding meetings on a weekly basis or more throughout the year. 

SDC Team Members 

A complete list of members is shown below. 

Name Role 

Ava Alima Team Member 

Norman Chak Team Member 

Sok Chhay Team Member 

Abigail Chung Team Member 

Michael Daciolas-Semon Project Manager 

Xu Qi (Frank) Feng Team Member 

Justine Gee Team Member 

Joy Guey Team Member 

Christopher Jansen Team Member 

Victoria Lam Project Director 

Anna Le Team Member 

Zachary McFann Team Member 
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Suraj Patel Project Director 

Eric Roberts Team Member 

Seo Hyeon (Paul) Song Team Member 

Matthew Stewart Project Director 

Andrew Yu Team Member 

Sam Zabb-Parmley Project Manager 

 

SDC Team Financial Sponsors 

A list of financial sponsors for the SDC team. 

Name Amount 
UCLA ASCE Student Chapter $2,000 
AMEC $1,000 
Brandow and Johnston $500 
John A. Martin $250 

Team results and lessons learned 

UCLA secured 2nd place overall at the EERI undergraduate seismic design competition in Boston. After building 
and testing two prototypes, the final structure withstood all three ground motions at competition, while also 
being efficient and lightweight at a mere 1.43 pounds. UCLA also received an award for first place in 
communication, thanks to achieving the highest overall score in presentation as well as sixth overall in design 
proposal. To top it all off, UCLA secured sixth place in both architecture and structural analysis predictions. After 
an extremely successful year, UCLA is ready to challenge for first at next year’s competition in the Bay Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: UCLA’s 2015 structure; testing in the lab. 
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Figure 7: Success in Boston! 

 

ELECTION & ELECTION RESULTS 

An election for officers for the 2015-2016 academic year was held in April 2015. The table below shows the new 
officers appointed to the Chapter board who will take office on June 2015. 

Role Name EERI Member 
Number Email Student Status 

President Yazhou Xie  xieyazhou@ucla.edu Graduate student 

Vice President Soheil Kashani 16910 soheilka@ucla.edu Undergraduate 
student 

Secretary/Treasurer Yi Tyan Tsai  tsaiyityan@gmail.com Graduate Student 

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

A list of the attachments is included below: 

 Post-Earthquake Reconnaissance Workshop flyer and field-exercise posters 
 



 will explain 
th

Earthquake Engineering Research Institute • 499 14th Street, Suite 220 • Oakland, CA 94612-1934, USA • (510) 451-0905 • F: (510) 451-5411 • www.eeri.org • eeri@eeri.org

Space for the workshop is limited, so register by January 16, 2015:

https://eeri.org/cohost/registration/eeri-ucla-recon-workshop

WORKSHOP PROGRAM (8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)
8:30 - 9:00 

Registration & Breakfast

9:00-9:10  
Welcome & Introductions (EERI & UCLA)

9:10 - 9:30

What is reconnaissance and what role does EERI 
play? (EERI)

9:30 - 10:00
Conducting damage assessments in structural 
engineering (invited speaker)

10:00 - 10:15
Break

10:15 - 10:45

Conducting damage assessments in geotechnical 
engineering (invited speaker)

10:45 - 11:15

Conducting damage assessments in lifelines: 
Bridges (invited speaker)

11:15 - 12:15

Tool Trainings: Clearinghouse Fieldnotes, EERI 
Batch Upload Tool, Fieldnotes (EERI)

12:15 - 12:30

Instructions for  Field Exercise

12:30 - 1:00 
Lunch

1:00 - 3:15 
Field Exercise

3:15 - 3:30

Break

3:30 - 3:45
Data Visualization (EERI)

3:45 - 4:00
Upcoming exercise participation & closing (EERI) 

4:00 - 5:00

No-host Happy Hour

Saturday, January 24, 2015@ UCLA - 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Hosted by the EERI UCLA Student Chapter

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) Earthquake 

Reconnaissance Data Collection Training workshop will explain the role EERI 
plays in post-earthquake reconnaissance. It 
will provide a basis for involvement by workshop attendees in future 
reconnaissance activities after an earthquake in their area. EERI will present past 
reconnaissance efforts and the variety of ways members have been involved in 
the past, including methods of data collection and management.

This also includes discipline-specific methods of evaluation of the 
safety and utility of buildings and critical infrastructure following a damaging 
event. The day’s events will include expert speakers who wills will provide 
methods for conducting field damage assessments.

Structural Engineering: David W. Cocke, S.E., Structural Focus
Geotechnical Engineering: Scott Brandenberg, Ph.D, UCLA
Lifelines (Bridges): Ching Chao, P.E., Caltrans

Using the morning presentations, an afternoon field exercise will 
provide participants with the opportunity to test their reconnaissance skills and 
use of EERI field data collection tools around the UCLA campus. The 
training workshop at UCLA will serve as a model for future EERI training 
workshop, further standardizing data collection and reconnaissance efforts. 

Contact Maggie Ortiz (maggie@eeri.org) with any questions.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Students: Undergraduate and graduate students will take away a 
better understanding of the process and importance of earthquake 
reconnaissance.
Young Professionals: Young engineers who have not had 
opportunities to engage in earthquake reconnaissance will benefit 
greatly to learn important methods for making observational 
judgements of earthquake damage.
Professionals: Even more experienced engineers will benefit from 
the workshop. The workshop will prepare attendees to engage in 
EERI earthquake response across the country and world-wide. 
Having a working knowledge of EERI reconnaissance objectives 
and data collection tools and methods will prepare EERI members 
to participate in earthquake reconnaissance in local earthquakes as 
well as make them attractive candidates for EERI Reconnaissance 
teams abroad.

https://eeri.org/cohost/registration/eeri-ucla-recon-workshop


Building: California  NanoSystems Institute 
(CNSI) 

Built: 2000

Bridges: Suspended steel

Damage summary:
cable breakage, local buckling, connection failure

Before 2014 earthquake

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 1/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



Building: Parking Structure 8

Built: 1977

LFRS: Reinforced concrete shear walls

Gravity System: Reinforced concrete columns

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 2/8

Before 2015 earthquake

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



Building: Parking Structure 8

Built: 1977

LFRS: Reinforced concrete shear walls

Gravity System:
Retrofit:

Reinforced concrete columns
FRP visible on columns; details unknown. You are aware that many 
structures on campus were retrofitted in the late 1980’s and 1990’s.

Before 2015 earthquake

Following 2015 earthquake

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 3/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Building:
Built:

Ackerman Student Union
1961; Expansion and seismic retrofit 1994‐1998

Gravity/LFRS:
Geology:

Unknown
Surficial geology mapped as Quaternary alluvium and older alluvium 
by Dibblee and Ehrenspeck (1991)*

*Dibblee, T.W. and Ehrenspeck, H.E., ed., 1991, Geologic map of the Beverly Hills and Van Nuys (south 1/2) quadrangles, Los Angeles County, California: Dibblee Geological Foundation, Dibblee Foundation Map DF‐31, scale 1:24,000.

Following 2015 EQ

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Before 2015 earthquake

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 4/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



Location: BruinWalk Slope, North of Kerckhoff Hall

Construction:
Geology:

Surrounding buildings were constructed in late 1920’s – 1930’s
Surficial geology mapped as Quaternary alluvium and older alluvium 
by Dibblee and Ehrenspeck (1991)*

*Dibblee, T.W. and Ehrenspeck, H.E., ed., 1991, Geologic map of the Beverly Hills and Van Nuys (south 1/2) quadrangles, Los Angeles County, California: Dibblee Geological Foundation, Dibblee Foundation Map DF‐31, scale 1:24,000.

24 hr. after the  2015 EQ

Before 2015 earthquake

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 5/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



Building: Kerckhoff Hall

Built:
Building System:

1929
Reinforced Concrete and Brick, 6 Stories

LFRS: Base‐isolation system installed after 1994 Northridge EQ damage; at 
the time, oldest base‐isolated building in California!

Kerckhoff Hall Opening Ceremony, 20 Jan. 1931
photo: alumni.ucla.edu/share/ucla‐history

Retrofit plans and photo, Weidlinger Associates, www.wai.com. 
33 lead rubber bearings (LRB) and 93 natural rubber bearings 

(NRB) installed.

Repair of Kerckhoff Hall spires after 1994 
Northridge EQ, 
http://www.preservationarts.net/index.php
/kerckhoff_hall_ucla.html

Damage following 2015 EQ

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 6/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



Building: Mathematical Sciences Building

Built: 1957

Gravity/LFRS: Reinforced concrete moment frame visible; not known if shear walls 
are used in building

Retrofit: Structure was retrofitted between 1992‐1994; details unknown

Before 2015 earthquake

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Following 2015 earthquake

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 7/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff



You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Location: Court of Sciences

Construction:

Geology:

Surrounding buildings were constructed in 
1950’s‐1960’s
Surficial geology mapped as Quaternary 
alluvium and older alluvium by Dibblee and 
Ehrenspeck (1991)*; excerpt at right:

*Dibblee, T.W. and Ehrenspeck, H.E., ed., 1991, Geologic map of the Beverly Hills and Van Nuys (south 1/2) quadrangles, Los Angeles County, 
California: Dibblee Geological Foundation, Dibblee Foundation Map DF‐31, scale 1:24,000.

After the  2015 EQ

Before 2015 earthquake

You are here        

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Earthquake Reconnaissance Data Collection Training Workshop

Reconnaissance Location 8/8

You are here        

Boelter Hall/Workshop Room

Parking 
Structure 8

Boelter
Hall

Kerckhoff
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