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For the Office of President: 

Richard McCarthy 

Richard McCarthy retired from the state of California on 12/31/21. He 
served as the executive director of the Alfred E. Alquist Seismic Safety 
Commission for 26 years. During his time as director, he developed 
and/or supported seismic risk reduction policies by working with the 
California Legislature, the Governor’s office, FEMA, local 
governments, and universities. Before working for the CSSC, he was 
the senior engineering geologist for the California Coastal 
Commission. His duties included reviewing the geohazard elements 
of development permit applications within the California Coastal 

Zone, both on and offshore. 

Mr. McCarthy’s private industry experience includes working on nuclear power plant siting 
investigations for Fugro Inc. in California, Arizona and Puerto Rico. He worked for Getty Oil 
Company as a production geologist in Ventura, CA. 

Mr. McCarthy’s professional priority has been developing partnerships that will result in cost 
effective products and policies that reduce the seismic risk to the public and overall built 
environment. Keeping the risks presented by earthquakes in the minds of decisionmakers is 
challenging given all the other societal problems they must deal with day to day. 

Mr. McCarthy is a California registered geologist and engineering geologist. He has BS and MS 
degrees from San Diego State University. 



For the Position of Director At Large: 

Sarah Atkinson  

Sarah Atkinson is a recent addition to SPUR's Sustainability & 
Resilience policy team as the organization's first Earthquake 
Resilience Policy Manager. Sarah (she/her) leads SPUR’s work in 
developing policies and organizing stakeholders to protect the Bay 
Area during and after the next major earthquake. She recently 
received her master's in city and regional planning from UC Berkeley 
where she worked with Professor Zachary Lamb, researching hazard 
resilience and climate adaptation within community-owned land. She 
has a background in direct community service, communications, 

partnership building, research and advocacy, as well as a passion for advancing conversations 
and solutions on challenging adaptation topics. Sarah is a "double bear", attending UC Berkeley 
for her master's degree and her bachelor’s in environmental sciences. Sarah looks forward to 
advancing earthquake resilience with EERI. 

 

Tracy Becker 

Tracy Becker is an associate professor and the Ed & Diane Wilson 
Presidential Chair in Structural Engineering at University of California, 
Berkeley. She has expertise in performance-based design and the 
design, modeling, and experimental testing of high-performance 
structural systems used for limiting structural and component losses 
in seismic events. Her research has focused on expanding the use of 
seismic isolation to a broader category of structures, understanding 
ultimate failure mechanisms of isolated buildings to ensure robust 
designs, and improving existing control systems to further minimize 

structural responses in seismic events. As part of this work, she conducted the first bidirectional 
tests of triple friction pendulum bearings, the first dynamic failure tests of double concave 
bearings, as well as multiple other experimental programs. The data from her work has been 
used to develop new models and propose new design guidance for these systems.  She received 
her BS in Structural Engineering from UC San Diego followed by her MS and PhD in Structural 
Engineering, Mechanics and Materials from UC Berkeley. Afterwards she spent almost two 
years as a Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science post-doctoral researcher at the 
Disaster Prevention Research Institute at Kyoto University. Before joining UC Berkeley in 2019, 
she was an assistant professor at McMaster University in Canada. 



 

Tal Feinstein  

Tal Feinstein specializes in earthquake engineering, structural 
dynamics, and structural analysis. She has experience in a variety of 
structural laboratory testing methods, including quasi-static cyclic 
testing and large-scale shaking table testing. Interests include 
Structural dynamics and earthquake engineering, assessment of 
structural response under extreme hazards, and functional recovery 
of the built environment following extreme events.  She is currently 
an associate with Exponent in their Oakland office. Dr. Feinstein 
received her Ph.D. at UC Berkeley, where she developed nonlinear 

analysis methods to evaluate flexible-rocking structures under seismic loading. Her doctoral 
research focused on seismic design of anchored floor-mounted nonstructural components, 
including shaking table tests at the PEER shaking table in Richmond, CA and at the NARlabs 
shaking table in Tainan, Taiwan. Her M.S. thesis from Ben Gurion University involved 
assessment of pipe-soil interaction based on large deformation analysis. She has also worked as 
a structural design engineer on steel bridges and concrete structures at Rokach & Ashkenazi 
Consulting Engineers, LTD.  

 

 
 


